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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, LE 

SUB J : 0900 LEBANON REPORT 

1 . WHILE FIRST DAY OF MARONITE "SUMMIT" MEETING AT 
KASLIK ON SATURDAY RESULTED IN A COMMUNIQUE FROM SIX 
MARONITE FACTION LEADERS PLUS GREEK ORTHODOX CHARLES 
MALIK WHICH APPEARED TO THREATEN NON-COMPLIANCE WITH 
AGREEMENT, SECOND MEETING SUNDAY WAS ATTENDED BY FRANGIE 
ADVISER LUCIEN DAHDAH AND RESULTED IN COMMUNIQUE EXPRESS- 
ING CONFIDENCE IN SYRIAN INITIATIVE IN CONTEXT OF SYRIAN 
GUARANTEE OF PALESTINIAN RESPECT FOR CAIRO AND MELKART 
AGREEMENTS. EMBOFF, WHO HAPPENED TO BE IN KASLIK, 

WAS TOLD BY KNOWLEDGEABLE INFORMANT THAT GROUP HAS 
INDEED DECIDED TO GO ALONG WITH FRANGIE AND AGREEMENT 
SIMPLY BECAUSE THERE IS NO ALTERNATIVE. HOWEVER, 

WE CONTINUE TO GET OVERTONES OF BITTERNESS ON THIS 
SCORE AND A GOOD DEAL OF INFIGHTING AMONG CHRISTIAN 
LEADERS CAN BE EXPECTED AS THEY VIE FOR POSITIONS OF 
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2. ANOTHER INTERESTING EVENT THIS WEEKEND WAS BOMBARDMENT 

BY SQIQA ELEMENTS OF IRAQI-SUBSIDIZED NEWSPAPERS AL MONARRER AND 
BEIRUT, WHICH RESULTED IN SIX NEWSMEN DEAD (INCLUDING MOHARRER'S 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF), SEVEN WOUNDED AND HEAVY DAMAGE TO THE 
PREMISES OF THOSE PAPERS. PUBLIC EXPLANATION CHANGED 
A COUPLE OF TIMES. THERE WAS EFFORT FIRST TO BLAME PALESTINIAN 
REJECTIONIST FRONT ELEMENTS FOR HAVEING STARTED THE FRACAS, 

BUT FINAL STATEMENT BLAMED THE ATTACK ON "UNDISCIPLINED" 

SAIQA ELEMENTS. THE CONVOLUTED PUBLIC EXPLANATION CAN BE 
ATTRIBUTED TO OUTCRY AMONG MOSLEMS AT WHAT HAPPENED. 

KHADDAM AND AKRAME HAVE SEVERAL TIMES INDICATED TO NEWSMEN, 
HOWEVER, THAT SELF-DISCIPLINE IS EXPECTED IN NEWS REPORTING 
TO ASSIST ESTABLISHMENT OF PEACE. 

3. COUNCIL OF MINISTERS MEETS IN EXTRAORDINARY SESSION 
THIS MORNING TO DISCUSS FRANGIE’S VISIT TO DAMASCUS 

AS WELL AS OTHER MATTERS SUCH AS POLITICAL REFORM. 

HIGHER SECURITY COMMITTEE HAS TURNED SOME ATTENTION TO 
KIDNAPPING PROBLEMS, 

ASKING THAT REGIONAL LIAISON COMMITTEES 

TAKE COMPREHENSIVE MEASURES IN THIS FIELD TO PREVENT FUTURE 
KIDNAPPING AS WELL AS REASSURE RETURN OF KIDNAPPED PERSONS 
WITHOUT BARGAINING OVER THEIR RELEASE. WE LIKE THE SOUND 
OF THIS AS IT MIGHT BE MADE TO APPLY TO GALLAGHER 
AND DYKES. 

4. DAO REPORTS THAT ARMY HAS AGREED TO TEN PER CENT OF ITS 
EFFECTIVES GOING ON LEAVE FOR FIRST TIME SINCE EMERGENCY 
BEGAN. 
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